CONDITIONAL CLAUSES IN GREEK

Greek deals with conditionals in a less straightforward way than Latin,
but it becomes more intelligible if one uses the division of:
e FUTURE conditions
e PAST & PRESENT ones.

FUTURE REAL
Protasis: ¢&v with subjunctive. Apodosis: indicative.

£€av A&Bng v Aekedeiav, peyddws AL Tovg ABnvaious.
If you capture Decelea, you will greatly harm the Athenians.

FUTURE IMAGINARY
Protasis: i with optative. Apodosis: optative with &v

el AdBoig v Aekedeiav, peyddws av BAdPaig Toug ABnvaioug.
If you were to capture Decelea, you would greatly harm the Athenians.

PAST & PRESENT
Both PAST and PRESENT use the INDICATIVE, whether they are real or imaginary.
What distinguishes an imaginary condition from a real one is the use of ¢&v in the apodosis.

PAST REAL el o0 TpEPOV £lg TV EkrAnoiav HABeg, e16eg TOV Mepuckéa.
If you went to the Assembly today, you saw Pericles.

PAST IMAGINARY el o0 TpEPOV £lg TV EkkAnoiov KABeg, £18eg &v TOV IeptkAéa.
If you had gone to the Assembly today, you would have seen Pericles.

Both of the past conditionals tend to use the aorist.

PRESENT REAL el 0 Topylag Si16aokel £TL ABTVNOL, KIVEUVEVEL
If Gorgias is still teaching at Athens, he is at risk.

PRESENT IMAGINARY et 0 Topyiag £8i8aokev T ABvnoLy, EKtvSuveley @v.
If Gorgias were still teaching at Athens, he would be at risk.

For the present imaginary, the tenses slip into the imperfect.

NOTES

e A conditional can be a mixture of tenses:

el un) €€efarete TOV AAKIBLASTV, 0UK GV VOV TOLHDTO KAKA ETTACYETE.

If you had not banished Alcibiades, you would not now be suffering such hardships.
e This example also illustrates the general rule that the protasis uses p), and the apodosis oV.
e The apodosis can also be a command, a wish, or a question.
e Occasionally a future real conditional is done with straightforward indicative verbs, Latin style:

this is when a threat or warning is intended:
el kKAéYeLs, Sixknv 8waoelg—if you steal you will be punished.

e £av appears as fjv in Thucydides and in the Ionic of the tragedians; and Plato often spells it &v.



