The Ablative Absolute

· This is normally a phrase consisting of NOUN (OR PRONOUN) + PARTICIPLE, both in the ablative case.  It is the equivalent of an adverbial clause expressing time, cause or sometimes concession.

· The phrase is called absolute because the noun or (pronoun) in it does not occur in the main clause, i.e. it is absolute.

e.g.
nocte appropinquante, ad portas pervenimus.

As night was approaching, we reached the gates.

ponte fracto, ad alteram ripam transiimus.

Having broken down the bridge we crossed to the other bank.

Britannis visis, Caesar ad orientem navigavit.

Seeing the Britons, Caesar sailed eastwards.

Nerone regente, ignis dirus accidit.

During Nero’s reign a terrible fire occurred.

aestate peracta, Agricola ad septentriones ad Trisantonam iit.

When the summer was over, Agricola went northwards to the Trent.



nemine dissentiente, hunc pontem demoliam.



Since no one disagrees, I shall demolish this bridge.



Quo viso hic paenula rejecta e vehiculo desiluit.



Seeing this, my client threw aside his cloak and leapt down from his carriage.

Sometimes it is used without a verb involved:

Saturno rege


te duce


inscia matre
When Saturn was king
under your leadership

without their mother's knowledge

